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La poignée
~ de main ou la bise?

French friends and relatives usually exchange
a kiss (Ia bise) on alternating cheeks whenever
they meet and again when they say good-bye.
Friends of friends may also kiss when introduced,
even though they have just met. This is particularly
true among students and young adults. It is normal
for men of the same family to exchange la bise;
otherwise, men generally greet one another with
a handshake (la poignée de main). As the map
shows, the number of kisses varies from place to
place in France. In some
LI LS regions, two Kisses (one on
each cheek) is the standard
while in others, people may
exchange as many as four
kisses. Whatever the number,
each kiss is accompanied by a
slight kissing sound.

Unless they are also friends, business acquaintances and
coworkers usually shake hands each time they meet and do
50 again upon leaving A French handshake is brief and firm,
with a single downward motion.
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Ala prochaine! | Until
Aplust | Seey

Ciao! | Bye!

Coucou! Hi the

Pas grand-chose. | Nothi
Quoi de neuf? | What
Rien de nouveau. | Nothi

LE NDE FRAN

Les honnes m:

n any country, an effort to sp
language is appreciated. Usin
respect and a few polite expre
as excusez-moi, mercl, and s'
can take you a long way when
native Francaphones,

Dos and don'ts in the
francophone world:
France Always greet shopkeepe
astore and say good-bye upon

Northern Africa Use your right
handing items to others.

Quebec Province Make eye cor
shaking hands.

‘Sub-Saharan Africa Do ot shq
your feet when siting.

Switzerland Do not ter or jayy
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French friends and relatives usually exchange
akiss (la bise) on alternating cheeks whenever
they meet and again when they say good-bye.
Friends of friends may also kiss when introduced,
even though they have just met. This is particularly
true among students and young adults. It is normal
for men of the same family to exchange la bise;
otherwise, men generally greet one another with

a handshake (la poignée de main). As the map
shows, the number of kisses varies from place to
place in France. In some
regions, two kisses (one on
each cheek) is the standard
while in others, people may
exchange as many as four
kisses. Whatever the number,
each Kiss is accompanied by a
slight kissing sound.

Unless they are also friends, business acquaintances and.
coworkers usually shake hands each time they meet and do
50 again upon leaving, A French handshake is brief and firm,
with a single downward motion.
ombien d o oy

Coup de m:

Vral ou faux? Indicate whether each statement is wal orfaux. 5. In a business setting,French people often shake hands when

Cortect any false statements. they meet each day and again when they leave,

6. When shaking hands, French people prefer a long and
Soft handshake.

L. In northwester France, giving four kisses is common.

A
c

T

1 2. Business acquaintances usually kiss one another on
v the cheek. 7. The number of kisses given can vary fom one regon to another.
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3. French people may give someone they ve just met a bise. 8. tis customary for kisses to be given silently.

4. Bises exchanged between French men at a family gathering.
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Les bonnes m:

In any country, an effort to spt
language is appreciated. Using
respect and a few polite expre
2s excusez-moi, merci, and s'
can take you a long way when
native Francophones,

Dos and don'ts in the
francophone world:
France Always greet shopkeepe
a store and say good-bye upon
Northern Africa Use your ight
handing items to others.
Quebec Pravince Make eye co
shaking hands.

Sub-Saharan Africa Do not sh
Your feet when sitting.

Switzerland Do not iter or jayy

B3 Lex bonmes manieres in v
behaviors be particularly offensive?

%d 1. iering

2. offering a business card with your|
3. siting with the bottom of your ot

4. failing o greet a salesperson

5. looking away when shaking hand





